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GEARING UP FOR BACK TO SCHOOL WITH SCHOOL BUS SAFETY 

Taking the bus for the first time is a big step for children and parents.  Research shows that school buses 

are the safest mode of motorized transportation for getting children to and from school but, injuries can 

occur if kids are not careful and aware when getting on and off the bus.  With back to school season just 

around the corner, Safe Kids Jackson County and the Jackson County Department of Public Health offer 

these tips for children and families: 

 Walk with your kids to the bus stop and wait with them until the bus arrives. 

 Make sure your kids take three steps back from the curb as the bus approaches and board one at 

a time. 

 Teach your kids to wait until the bus comes to a complete stop before getting on or off. 

 Never walk behind the bus. 

 If needing to cross the street after exiting the bus, take five steps in front of the bus and make 

sure to look left and right before crossing the street. 

Drivers in our community need to be mindful as school buses are back on the road.  Safe Kids Jackson 

County and the Jackson County Department of Public Health offer these tips for drivers: 

 Always follow the speed limit and slow down in school zones and near bus stops. 

 Stay alert and look for kids who may be trying to get to or from the school bus. 

 Slow down and stop if you are driving near a school bus that is flashing yellow or red.  This means 

that the bus is either preparing to stop (yellow) or is already stopped (red) and children and 

getting on or off. 

For questions on school bus safety, contact the Safe Kids Jackson County Coordinator, Ruby Lawrence at 

828-587-8227. 
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