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SAFE KIDS DAY IN JACKSON COUNTY 

Kids are going to fall, crash, slip, and explore.  But through the hard work of agencies and coalitions like 

Safe Kids Jackson County, we can protect our kids from serious injuries.  Safe Kids Day, presented by 

Nationwide, is a time to take action to keep kids safe from preventable injuries like car crashes, 

drownings, fires, and falls.  Safe Kids Jackson County is celebrating Safe Kids Day throughout April by 

promoting safety messages and participating in many events. 

To begin, Safe Kids Jackson County partnered with Cherokee Police Department on March 26th to 

implement an Operation Medicine Drop at the Cherokee Crossing Shopping Center.  Over 25,000 dosage 

units of medication were collected including 1,637 controlled substances.  Other medications collected 

included prescription non-controlled medications, over-the-counter medications, veterinary 

medications, and unknowns.  Additionally, Safe Kids Jackson County was present at the Healthy Living 

Festival on April 16th and Greening Up the Mountains on April 23rd, promoting Safe Kids Day.  

Informational brochures and giveaways will be available for those wanting to learn more about what the 

coalition does.  Further, coalition members shared information on pedestrian and playground safety in 

honor of Safe Kids Day. 

Tips for parents on pedestrian and playground safety include: 

 Teach kids at an early age to look left, right, and left again before crossing the street. 

 Encourage kids to be especially alter for cars that are turning or backing up. 

 Remind your kids to wear light- or brightly-colored clothing and reflective gear if walking outside 

when it is dark. 

 Make sure to take your kids to playgrounds with shock-absorbing surfaces such as rubber, 

synthetic turf, sand, pea gravel, or wood chips to cushion potential falls. 

 Dress appropriately for the playground—remove necklaces, purses, scarves, or anything that 

may get tangled in equipment. 

 Teach children that pushing, shoving, or crowding while on the playground can be dangerous. 

Lastly, Safe Kids Jackson County has partnered with other local agencies to promote a bike rodeo on 

April 30th from 9 AM- 12 PM.  This rodeo is designed for kids, ages K-4th grade to learn bike safety and 

skills.  Kids will have the opportunities to learn to ride, practice their skills on courses, see bike trick 

demos, and more. 

For questions about Safe Kids Jackson County, contact Ruby Lawrence, Coordinator, at 828-587-8227. 
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Pictured L to R:  Officer Ben Reed, Safe Kids Jackson County Coordinator Ruby Lawrence, Safe Kids 

Secretary Janelle Midgett, and Jail Administrator Glenn Weeks 

 

### 


