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GET TESTED DURING STD AWARENESS MONTH 

 

April is STD (Sexually Transmitted Disease) Awareness Month and the Jackson County Department of 

Public Health wants to know, do you know your status? Recently, STDs have been making national 

headlines with rates of chlamydia, gonorrhea and syphilis reaching all-time highs in 2015 with an 

estimated total of 110 million cases, costing $16 billion for treatment. STDs are a health concern for 

anyone who is sexually active, however young people, aged 15-24, gay, bisexual, and men who have sex 

with men continue to be at greatest risk for infection. While individual risky behaviors do contribute to 

an increased risk of infection, environmental, social and cultural factors, like difficulty accessing quality 

health care, greatly contribute to this higher STD burden.  

Experts believe that more extensive and comprehensive sex education, along with better community 

services, would be most effective in overturning this increase in infections.  The Jackson County 

Department of Public Health offers Smart Girls and Wise Guys to all 7th grade students in Jackson County 

Public Schools. However, education is just one preventative measure to take to protect oneself; STD 

screening and early diagnoses are essential in preventing transmission and the long term health 

consequences of STDs. The Jackson County Department of Public Health provides confidential 

counseling and testing for STDs (such as HIV, syphilis, chlamydia, gonorrhea, and more) available daily 

with appointments recommended. Parental permission is not required and most services, including 

treatment as recommended per CDC guidelines, are free of charge. Abstaining from sexual activity, 

reducing the number of sexual partners, and consistently and correctly using condoms are all excellent 

and effective prevention strategies as well.  

Safe, effective vaccines are also available to prevent Hepatitis A, B, and some types of the human 

papillomavirus (HPV) that causes disease and cancer. For all individuals who are sexually active—

particularly young people—STD screening and prompt treatment (if infected) are critical to protect a 

person’s health and prevent transmission to others. In honor of STD Awareness Month, know your 

status. Get tested. Call the Jackson County Department of Public Health for more information on STD 

testing and vaccines at 828-587-8289. 
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