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Jackson County Department of Public Health Joins NCIOM 
Task Force on the Future of Local Public Health in North Carolina  
 
Jackson County Health Director, Shelley Carraway, has been invited to serve on the North 
Carolina Institute of Medicine’s Task Force on the Future of Local Public Health in North 
Carolina. The goal of this work, supported by the Kate B. Reynolds Charitable Trust and North 
Carolina Department of Health and Human Services, is to assess our state’s local public health 
needs, strengths, and challenges, and develop a vision for the future.  
 
The vital role of local public health in supporting North Carolina communities has never been 
more evident. Yet huge challenges exist in this sector, including per capita funding for public 
health in North Carolina decreasing by 27% in the past decade; nearly half the US public health 
workforce planning to retire or quit within the next five years; and a recent national survey of 
public health workers finding that 53% were experiencing symptoms of anxiety, depression, 
PTSD, and/or suicidal ideation. 
 
Through investigating what is currently working and what could be improved, members of this 
task force aim to identify the most urgent funding, workforce, and other needs in this vital 
sector of public health. Building a strong base of local public health will help to improve all 
North Carolinians’ access to opportunities to live healthy lives, and provide a strong foundation 
for economic development in our communities. 
 
“I’m thrilled to be part of this initiative.  It’s long overdue.  The North Carolina Public Health 
infrastructure has always been the silent hero and now is the time to shine light on it,” says 
Director, Shelley Carraway. 
 
The task force is made up of nearly 60 experts representing local public health, health equity, 
data, communications, business, health care, philanthropy, and other related fields. This group 
will meet for 10 months and produce a final report with recommendations to local and state 
policy makers and stakeholder groups. 
 
For more information, visit the task force web page here.  
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https://nciom.org/future-of-local-public-health-in-north-carolina/
https://nciom.org/future-of-local-public-health-in-north-carolina/
https://khn.org/news/us-public-health-system-underfunded-under-threat-faces-more-cuts-amid-covid-pandemic/
https://debeaumont.org/signup-phwins/explore-the-data/
https://debeaumont.org/signup-phwins/explore-the-data/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7026e1.htm?s_cid=mm7026e1_w#T2_down
https://nciom.org/future-of-local-public-health-in-north-carolina/

