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JCDPH REMINDS PARENTS & CAREGIVERS OF THE IMPORTANCE OF VACCINATION AS MORE 

MEASLES CASES ARE REPORTED IN THE US 

As school is back in session for the Smoky Mountain and Blue Ridge districts, the Jackson 

County Department of Public Health (JCDPH) would like to remind parents and caregivers of the 

importance of protecting themselves and their children as more cases of measles are reported 

across the United States. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports that, from January 1 to August 15, 

2019, 1,203 cases of measles have been confirmed in 30 states.  This is the greatest number of 

cases reported in the US since 1992 and since measles was declared eliminated in 2000.  As of 

August 15, there have been no reported cases of measles in North Carolina.  However, there 

have been cases in surrounding states such as Virginia, Tennessee, and Georgia.  

Measles is a very contagious virus.  It is so easily spread that if one person has it, up to 90% of 

people around them will get the virus if they are not protected by vaccination.  Symptoms start 

with a high fever and progress to a runny nose, cough, red eyes, and a rash of tiny, red spots.   

Measles is also a very serious virus.  Health complications can occur in children younger than 5 

years of age.  These complications can include pneumonia, swelling of the brain, and even 

death.  Pregnant women are at risk for miscarriage and premature birth.   

The best protection against the measles is the MMR vaccination which protects against 

measles, mumps, and rubella.  The MMR vaccine is very effective, safe, and routinely used.  

JCDPH urges all who have not been vaccinated to get vaccinated as soon as possible.  Vaccines 

are available at the Health Department as well as at local doctor’s offices.  If you are unsure if 

you or your child has been vaccinated, please call the Health Department for an immunization 

record check through the North Carolina Immunization Registry (NCIR).   

For more information, visit https://www.cdc.gov/measles/index.html or call JCDPH at 828-586-

8994. 
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