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VACCINATING ON TIME IS IMPORTANT FOR DISEASE PROTECTION 

April 18-25th is recognized as National Infant Immunization Week.  This week highlights the importance 

of protecting infants from vaccine-preventable diseases and celebrates the achievements of 

immunization programs and their partners in promoting healthy communities.  During this week, the 

Jackson County Department of Public Health stresses the importance of vaccinating on time for disease 

protection. 

Parents agree that feeding and sleep schedules are important to help keep their child healthy.  The same 

goes for childhood immunizations.  Vaccinating children on time is the best way to protect them against 

14 serious and potentially deadly diseases before their second birthday. 

“The recommended immunization schedule is designed to offer protection early in life,” said Health 

Education Supervisor Melissa McKnight, “when babies are vulnerable and before it is likely that they will 

be exposed to diseases.  The Health Department’s website details the recommended immunization 

schedules for children, ages birth through 6 years and 7 through 18 years.” 

When parents choose not to vaccinate or to follow a delayed schedule, children are left unprotected 

against diseases that still circulate in this country, like measles and whooping cough.  For example, more 

than 48,000 cases of whooping cough were reported in the United States in 2012.  During this time, 20 

deaths have been reported—the majority of these deaths were in children younger than 3 months of 

age. 

Further, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 178 people from 17 states and the 

District of Columbia were reported to have measles from January 1 to March 27, 2015.  Most of these 

cases (131) are part of a large, ongoing multi-state outbreak linked to an amusement park in California.  

This is one of the largest number of cases in the US since measles was eliminated in 2000.  No cases of 

measles were reported in North Carolina during this time. 

Parents who are concerned about the number of shots given at one time can reduce the number given 

at a visit by using the flexibility built into the recommended immunization schedule.  For example, the 

third dose of hepatitis B vaccine can be given at 6 through 18 months of age.  Parents can work with 

their child’s healthcare provider to have their child get this dose at any time during that age range. 

For questions about the recommended immunization schedule or to make an appointment to get your 

child vaccinated, call 828-586-8994 or visit http://health.jacksonnc.org/immunizationsvaccinations.  
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