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SAFE KIDS JACKSON COUNTY TAKES ON HOT CAR DEATHS 

On average, 37 children die from heat-related deaths after being left or trapped inside vehicles annually.  

That comes down to a child dying every 9 days.  In 2016 alone, 18 children nationwide have died due to 

hot car deaths (as of 7/12/16).   Safe Kids Jackson County, the Jackson County Department of Public 

Health, and other local partners urge parents, caregivers, and community at large to reduce the number 

of deaths from heatstroke by remembering to ACT. 

To begin, to avoid heatstroke-related injury and death, parents and caregivers should never leave a child 

alone in a car, not even for a minute.  Additionally, it is important to keep a car locked when you are not 

in it to ensure kids can’t enter a car on their own.  Next, parents and caregivers create reminders by 

putting something in the back of your car next to your child (such as a purse, cellphone, or briefcase).  

Finally, as a community, we need to take action.  If you see a child alone in a car, call 911.  Emergency 

personnel want you to call and are trained to respond to situations like these.  You could save a life.  

Remember—ACT by avoiding heatstroke, creating reminders, and taking action. 

Many parents and caregivers fall into the trap of thinking, “This will never happen to me. I would never 

forget my child in the backseat.”  Unfortunately, hot car deaths are largely misunderstood by the 

general public—the majority of parents are misinformed and would like to believe that they could never 

forget their child in a vehicle.  KidsAndCars.org states that the most dangerous mistake parents and 

caregivers can make is to think leaving a child alone in a vehicle could never happen to them or to their 

family.  Parents and caregivers do have the capacity to misremember; a brain can be on “auto-pilot,” 

doing what it would do on any given day, not accounting for changes in routine.  Memory specialists 

note that basal ganglia (the part of the brain that stores habit memory) is much more likely to take over 

when someone is tired, stressed out, or overworked. 

To raise awareness and spread education about hot car deaths, Safe Kids Jackson County is partnering 

with Jack the Dipper to hold an event on Saturday, July 30th.  During this day, Jack the Dipper will donate 

a portion of sales to Safe Kids Jackson County to help this coalition continue its work at decreasing 

childhood injury and death.  Additionally, Safe Kids Jackson County will set up the hot car display at Jack 

the Dipper from 1-5 PM, showing how quickly the inside of a car can heat up. 

As a community, we must come together to end hot car deaths, deaths that are 100% preventable.  

Remember to ACT.  Learn more by visiting http://www.kidsandcars.org/how-kids-get-hurt/heat-stroke/ 

or calling Safe Kids Jackson County Coordinator, Ruby Lawrence, at 828-587-8227. 
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