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HEALTH DEPARTMENT OFFERS FREE HIV/SYPHILIS SCREENING AT WCU 

 

World AIDS Day is honored annually on December 1st as an opportunity for communities worldwide to 

unite in the fight against HIV, to show support for people living with HIV, and to commemorate those 

who have died from an AIDS-related illness.   

 

In the United States, there are approximately 1.1 million people living with HIV and 1 in 7 don’t know 

that they have the virus.  According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the estimated 

number of annual HIV infections has declined by 10% from 2010 to 2014, largely due to targeted HIV 

prevention efforts.  More tools are available than ever to prevent HIV.  In addition to abstinence, the 

following are recommendations to prevent the spread of HIV and other sexually transmitted infections: 

 

 Limit your number of sexual partners 

 Never share needles 

 Use condoms the right way every time you have sex 

 Get tested for HIV and others STIs regularly 

 Explore newer medications such as pre-exposure prophylaxis and post-exposure prophylaxis 

 

If living with HIV, there are many actions you can take to prevent passing it to others.  The most 

important is to take medication to treat HIV (called antiretroviral therapy) the right way, every day.  This 

medication will keep you healthy and greatly reduce the chance of transmitting HIV to your partners. 

 

This year, the Jackson County Department of Public Health is partnering with Western Carolina 

University’s Intercultural Affairs to offer a free HIV and syphilis testing for students.  The screening will 

take place on November 30th from 2-6 PM at UC Illusions.  Additionally, anyone in the community can 

take advantage of free HIV or syphilis testing at the Jackson County Department of Public Health during 

normal business hours.   

 

For questions, call the Health Department at 828-586-8994. 
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