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SAFE KIDS JACKSON COUNTY PROMOTES FIRE PREVENTION WEEK 

The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) celebrates Fire Prevention Week annually during the 

second full week in October.  This year, the theme of “Every Second Counts: Plan 2 Ways Out!” reminds 

community members that fire escape planning saves lives.  Key campaign messages include: 

 Practice your home fire drill twice a year—once at night and once during the day. 

 Teach children how to escape on their own in case you can’t help them. 

 Make sure the number on your home is clearly marked and easy for the fire department to find. 

 Close doors behind you as you leave as this may slow the spread of smoke, heat, and fire. 

 Once you get outside, stay outside.  Never go back inside a burning building. 

Emergency vehicles and personnel kicked off Fire Prevention Week on Saturday, October 7th with a 

parade at 12 PM.  The event began at Mark Watson Park and ended at the Sylva Fire Department where 

doors were open from 1-4PM for their annual open house.  The Fire Department had inflatables, goody 

bags, fire safety interactive experiences, and more fire trucks to celebrate the start of Fire Prevention 

Week. 

From October 9-20th, Safe Kids Jackson County, the Jackson County Department of Public Health, 

Emergency Management, the Fire Marshal’s Office, Code Enforcement, Harris EMS, Smokey the Bear, 

Sparky Fire Dog, American Red Cross, NC Forest Services, and the local fire departments partnered with 

Jackson County Public Schools to provide fire safety education.  Reaching over 2000 children in K-5th 

grades, students received grade-specific education on fire safety.   Each student received a NFPA bag 

with interpretive material highlighting fire safety in homes as well as a homework assignment.  Students 

were encouraged to count and push the test button on all smoke alarms in their homes to ensure that 

they were working properly.  If not working properly, parents could request a home visit from the Safe 

Kids Jackson County Fire Alarm Canvassing Team; team members install new smoke alarms for those in 

need. 

For more information, contact Ruby Lawrence, Safe Kids Coordinator, at 828-587-8227. 
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