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KEEPING KIDS SAFE DURING CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY WEEK 

Children are our future. Protecting them is the responsibility of all community members. Unfortunately, 
car crashes are a leading cause of death for children. On average, nearly 2 children under 13 were killed 
and 345 children were injured every day in 2013 while riding in cars, SUVs, pickups, and vans. It’s hard to 
overstate the toll this takes on families, but our community can help put an end to this tragedy by taking 
some important steps. 

Today, all 50 States, the District of Columbia, and all U.S. territories require the use of car seats for children 
traveling in motor vehicles. Car seat laws were enacted because they save lives and prevent injuries. In 
2013, 637 children under age 13 could have lived if all of these children had been buckled. We know car 
seats are most effective when installed and used correctly. Preteens are at risk, too: Among 13-year-old 
car, van and SUV occupants who died in crashes between 2009 and 2013, almost half were not wearing 
their seat belts. By working together, we can prevent these deaths and injuries.  

The Jackson County Department of Public Health and Safe Kids Jackson County are committed to working 
closely with safety advocates to help ensure children arrive safe and alive.  In honor of Child Passenger 
Safety Week (September 13th- 19th), Safe Kids Jackson County is holding a car seat clinic at Bogart’s in Sylva 
in September 16th from 4 PM until closing. Additionally, Bogart’s will donate 10% of their proceeds that 
day to Safe Kids Jackson County.  Stop by to have your car seat checks and properly installed while you 
grab a bite to eat.  Please bring your child, car seat, vehicle, and owner’s manual with you. 

For questions, contact Ruby Lawrence, Safe Kids Coordinator, at 828-587-8227. 
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