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MORE CHILDREN KILLED IN CAR CRASHES, ANALYSIS SHOWS 

With the number of children dying in car crashes on the rise, the need to keep kids secured in the right 

kind of car seat or booster seats is more urgent than ever. Safe Kids reports that the number of children 

killed in cars is the highest level in ten years. A total of 662 children ages 0 through 10– nearly two every 

day– died as passengers in motor vehicles in 2016. Almost 40 percent of child victims in fatal motor 

vehicle crashes were totally unrestrained, according to 2016 data from the National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration’s (NHTSA) Traffic Safety Facts. 

“These frightening numbers remind us that it is critical for babies, toddlers and children to be in a car 

seat or booster seat and later a seat belt any time they are in a vehicle,” said Safe Kids Jackson County 

coordinator, Anna Lippard. “And it is essential that they are properly restrained: That is, in right kind of 

car seat or booster that is correctly installed – and correctly used each and every time.  

Child restraint systems, when used properly, decrease the risk of fatal injury by 71 percent among 

infants, 54 percent among toddlers and 45 percent among kids ages 4 to 8 years, according to the 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). 

But many car seats are not being used correctly. Common errors include a loose harness, not using the 

seat belt or LATCH system to properly secure a car seat, failing to correctly use the tether and being 

unaware of the risks of using a second-hand car seat or booster. 

In honor of Child Passenger Safety Week, Safe Kids Jackson County is hosting a car seat checkup event for parents 

and caregivers to help ensure children are riding as safely as possible. Car Seat Check Event will be on Thursday, 

September 27, 2018 from 3:30-5:30 PM at Webster Child Development Center. 

For those who can’t attend the event, Safe Kids Jackson County recommends the Ultimate Car Seat 
Guide to help families learn about properly using a car seat. The Ultimate Car Seat Guide, a website 
available in English and Spanish that makes car seat buying, installing, fitting and changing from one seat 
to another easier for parents and caregivers to understand. The Guide, developed with support from 
Chevrolet, also offers best practices and expert advice covering all stages of a child’s development, from 
the first car seat until the child is ready for the seat belt alone.   
 
About Child Passenger Safety Week - September 23-29 

Child Passenger Safety Week is September 23-29 and culminates with National Seat Check Saturday on 

September 29. In September, Safe Kids will host more than 500 car seat events and inspection stations across the 

country, offering guidance from certified Child Passenger Safety Technicians on proper car seat and booster seat 

installation and usage, with a focus on the use of tethers. Parents and caregivers can visit SafeKids.org to locate 

an event in their community. 

About Safe Kids Jackson County 
 
Safe Kids Jackson County works to prevent unintentional childhood injury, the number one cause of 

death for children in the United States. Its members include Jackson County Department of Public 

https://www.safekids.org/ultimate-car-seat-guide/basic-tips/right-fit/
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Health, Jackson County Department of Social Services, Jackson County Emergency Management, Jackson 

County Fire Marshal’s Office, Jackson County Department of Permitting and Code Enforcement, Jackson 

County Parks and Recreation Dept., Jackson County Public Schools, Sylva Police Department, Jackson 

County Sheriff's Office, NC State Highway Patrol, WCU Police Department, Harris Regional EMS, Smart 

Start, and Active Routes to School (ARTS). Safe Kids Jackson County is a member of Safe Kids Worldwide, 

a global network of organizations dedicated to preventing unintentional injury. Safe Kids Jackson County 

was founded in 2013 and is led by The Jackson County Department of Public Health. For more 

information, visit safekids.org or http://health.jacksonnc.org/safe-kids-jackson-county. 
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